WEEKLEY READINGS, REFLETCIONS AND PRAYERS SUNDAY 13TH JULY 2025
READING Colossians 1:1-14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,

To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

GOSPEL  Luke 10:25-37

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read there?" He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself." And he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live."

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbour?" Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, `Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.' Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed him mercy." Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

REFLECTION: BY Rev Tara
This morning we revisit a parable we know by heart—the Good Samaritan. It’s been read in Sunday Schools, preached from pulpits, and sewn into the fabric of our moral imagination. And perhaps that’s the danger: we know it too well. We assume we’ve understood it. But if a parable doesn't disturb us a little, it’s likely we haven’t heard it rightly. Today, we are invited to ask not what does the story say—but why did Jesus choose this story to answer that specific question: “Who is my neighbour?” Also, what does this story demand of us today, in our particular setting, in our modern world, where we are confronted with overwhelming needs and suffering worldwide?

The lawyer’s question: ‘Who is my neighbour?’ is really asking ‘who must I care about? It’s not as innocent as it sounds. He is not seeking to expand compassion; he is trying to limit it. He wants clarity but also control. He wants to draw a boundary around his responsibility. But Jesus doesn’t give him a list of who counts and who doesn’t. He doesn’t define the neighbour but tells his parable which is deeply uncomfortable.

The man on the road is not named, so we don’t know whether he is a Jew or Gentile, rich or poor. He’s naked, beaten, and unidentifiable. All that remains is his vulnerability. He cannot be easily labelled. He is just another person without any social markers, because Jesus is trying to show us that our showing compassion to another human being must take priority over any prejudice we may feel. Who do we come across in our daily lives who are metaphorically or spiritually bleeding, unnoticed because they don’t “fit” the familiar labels?

I wonder if our familiarity with this parable also leads us to judge the priest and the Levite harshly. They weren’t monsters. They were probably trying to serve God to the best of their ability, in their given role, bound by purity laws, fearful of contamination if the man was bleeding, and unsure if the man was even alive. Perhaps they avoided the man because they were trying to honour God in the only way they knew, by keeping themselves ritually clean. But as Jesus so often demonstrates, rules are helpful if they help us focus our minds on God, but when those rules can get in the way of our doing the right thing, they need to be re-evaluated. When we find ourselves using religion as a tool to justify our prejudices, then those rules should be prayerfully reconsidered. Because in simple terms, when our commitment to God leads us to cross the road to avoid costly love, we may have missed the true meaning of commitment. Are we using our religious frameworks for our own ends?

Then the Samaritan comes down the road. Samaritans would have been viewed with suspicion or even contempt by the Jewish audience. Who do we view with suspicion in our generation? Are there “Samaritans” in our community that we may overlook? Perhaps they are those newcomers, those on benefits, those with health challenges, the socially awkward, or even just the neighbour who voted for Brexit or indeed Remain? And yet it is the one who doesn’t naturally fit, that stands out as different and shows compassion and love. Jesus is not just praising kindness; he is redefining what following God looks like. We can all do it and must look for others who are not like us to do it- perhaps those who speak a different spiritual language.

Jesus has flipped the lawyer’s question. He ends not by answering who is the neighbour, but who acted like one? The question is no longer, ‘who must I help?’ but ‘how will I live? The Samaritan sees the wounded man, stops, touches, and spends his time, oil, wine, and money. His compassion is not a feeling, it’s an interruption; it’s a risk, and a cost. Because compassioning is action, reflecting God’s compassioning of each one of us. The Samaritan doesn’t ask if the man deserves help, he just gives it. The person we most fear or mistrust may just be the person God uses to teach us what real love is. 

This parable offers us many challenges today. How should we show God’s love to those around us? How should we adapt how we think and act in our context today? How do we treat those on the margins? How do we discern and prioritise need? How are we called to act as disciples of Christ in our generation with the specific challenges we face? How can we learn from the actions of those around us? The Samaritan gives without expecting any return. Are we willing to give our time and money to people who may never “get better” as the traveller did? It can also be really difficult to receive help. Sometimes the person God sends to help us isn’t who we expect. Do we give others the chance to step up and help, or does our pride or prejudice get in the way? How can we enable others on their discipleship path?

So as we contemplate how God is calling us to “Go and do likewise” this morning, let’s prayerfully re-evaluate who we are called to help, and how we might do just that, as we invite the Holy Spirit to guide and inspire us on the path ahead. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS – SIMON CROWTHER
We thank you, Lord, for your self-giving love, your mercy, your compassion.   

As the body of Christ on earth today you call us to be like you.
If we’re honest, Lord, self-giving love, mercy and compassion do not come easily to us. 
We see others who struggle - those without homes or food, those dying from curable diseases simply because they can’t get access to the medicine they need; those who have lost loved ones through death or circumstance and long for human companionship; those who are persecuted and judged because of their difference; those who are facing the awful consequences of bad choices they have made; and those who must live with the consequences of choices that others make that impact their lives. It all feels like it’s too much and that there’s nothing we can do. But we know that’s not true – we know that self-giving love, mercy, and compassion can begin to meet needs; that when we truly love, you will empower us to do what we can and that this will make a difference. 
And so, we pray first for ourselves: that you would soften our hearts, and still our fears, that we may not hold back from those acts of self-giving love, mercy, and compassion that we are capable of doing. And then we pray for all those whose lives could be changed through small, simple acts of care; that you would disturb us, and others like us, until we finally step up and play our part in the sharing of your love for your world. May enough of us answer your call, so that the needs of the hurting ones may begin to be met. We ask you to comfort your people and bring your healing to the sick and needy, to the broken-hearted and the oppressed, to prisoners and captives. Keep in mind especially those in our community who need your comforting hand Simon Marshall, Geraldine Wilkins, Pat Evans, Megan Raw, Joy Ford, Eve Vass, Christopher Young, MJ Curtis.                                                                       
Help us to always be aware of the part that we can play to help those in our community by always acting with care and unselfishly. 

We remember all who have died in your service, joining our prayers with your disciples  and all the saints; grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. Shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and guide our feet into the way of peace. In particular , today we remember Jeff Adger
