WEEKLY READINGS, REFLECTION & PRAYERS, 5th October 2025


FIRST READING: 2 Tim.1.1-14

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, to Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.


GOSPEL: Luke 17:5–10

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ He replied, ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it will obey you. Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, “Come along now and sit down to eat”?  Won’t he rather say, “Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink”? Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything, you were told to do, should say, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”’

REFLECTION: Rev Tara

Have you ever noticed how the modern world is obsessed with size? We’re conditioned to think that if something is bigger, then it must be better. And so, the Mini is really quite maxi! The new Polo is bigger than the old Golf. Fiat 500s are not the dinky little nifty cars they used to be to zip around those medieval Italian streets. And so parking spaces also have to be bigger, motorway lanes wider. I wonder where it will all stop? It’s not enough to own a mobile phone—it has to be the latest model with more and more technological advances. There is no such thing as a small sized coffee in Costa- you can just get a medium, large and extra-large! How ridiculous is that?

In our gospel reading this morning the disciples seem to assume the more faith you have, the better it will be. Bigger faith must mean stronger prayers, more impressive miracles, a more confident Christian life. But Jesus surprises them saying if we have faith just as small as a tiny mustard seed, we could say to a mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey us! If we had even the tiniest seed of faith, impossible things would be possible.

Because faith is all about trusting God with what we already have, however faltering, however small that may be, because the God we trust in is a great and mighty God. We don’t need to understand how God works, we just need to have faith that he can and will make a difference and inspire and guide us. Just as when we board a plane, we don’t need to understand aerodynamics, or even believe very strongly that the plane will fly. We just need to sit down, buckle our belt, and trust the pilot. Some of us board confidently, some of us grip the armrest with white knuckles. But both arrive at the same destination, unless we are very unlucky. 

Faith works the same way. It’s not the intensity of our faith that matters, it’s the trust we put in the one who is faithful, to help us nurture and grow the smallest of seeds, step by step, day by day. By the way, why did the seed go to school? Because it wanted to grow up and be outstanding in its field! What do you give a dog that has high temperature? Mustard, it's the best thing for a hot dog! Have you heard about the Two cannibals sitting around a fire. One of them says "I don't like your mother-in-law at all!" "Then add some more mustard." The smallest of seeds can really add some real bite!

Jesus then goes on to share an uncomfortable little parable about servants. He imagines a servant who, after working in the field, comes in and serves supper to the master. Jesus says bluntly: “Do you thank the servant for doing what was commanded?” In our culture, this jars. We like praise and affirmation. It’s only polite for British folk to say ‘thank you’ all the time or apologise when someone stands on our foot!  People spend hours posting their achievements online and counting the “likes”, as if “likes” have any real meaning. So many folk yearn for such recognition. But as with many of Jesus’ teachings, this parable is all about context. Jesus is not against gratitude—he goes on to heal ten lepers and ask why only one returned to say thank you. But here Jesus is teaching something different. The life of faith is not a performance to win applause. We should serve because we belong to God, and we should love because He first loved us. And when we have done what he asks, we can only say, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.” Because our faith is not a badge of honour or a spiritual CV. It’s a humble, joyful obedience, in which God truly delights we are told.

So what might a spiritual mustard-seed of faith look like? It could be praying a hesitant prayer for a friend, even if we’re not sure what words to use. It could be forgiving that colleague or family member one more time, even though it feels impossible. It could be turning up at church each week, bringing our voice to sing hymns, bringing our minds to listen to Scripture, bringing our hearts to prayer, even when our seed of faith feels rather small and insignificant. Sometimes mustard-seed faith may be downright ordinary: doing the washing, phoning someone who’s lonely, giving quietly to a neighbour in need. None of these will make headlines, but they are seeds, planted in God’s kingdom, and God promises he will help them to grow. We should be encouraged by the fact that Jesus started with those twelve bewildered disciples, but today there are billions who have followed faith, whether certain or unsure. Surely that is what mustard-seed growth is all about? The Christian life isn’t about being supreme in faith, it’s about walking with God day by day, sometimes faltering, sometimes doubting, but always held and encouraged by his grace.

We know all too well the temptation to want more, but today we are reminded that even mustard-seed faith is enough. It’s enough to pray, to forgive, to serve, to keep going when we feel weak. And the good news is that the God we trust is not himself mustard-seed sized. He is vast, strong, faithful, and true. Our small faith in his great hands really can move spiritual mountains, and uproot the bitterness, despair, and fear that can so often take root in our lives.

So let’s be encouraged once again this morning, and not worry about the size of our faith. Let’s place whatever we have, however small, into the hands of our God who is faithful. And in his strength, let us serve with joy, as servants who know how much we are loved.

Amen.
Intercessions – Simon Crowther

We pray that we may listen more attentively to the words of Jesus;
Holy Father, we thank you for your Church here on earth. We are blessed with the opportunity we have to reflect on you and learn more about you every day of our lives, not just on the Sabbath but on each day of the week. We pray that we will live by the spirit of your words rather than using them to enforce unreasonable rules. As you love us, help us to love others. At this time we pray that all religious communities should live in harmony and respect each other’s faith as we hold a moment’s silence for all those in Heaton Mersey and the whole British Jewish community impacted by the senseless attack on the synagogue there.
Creator Father, we thank you that you made for us the most wonderful world in which to live. But at the moment it is crying out to you in distress as we use and abuse it. We pray for people whose lives are destroyed by unexpected and unexplained floods, heatwaves, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and other natural occurrences. Help us to care actively for the world you created, to take responsibility for looking after it rather than simply using and abusing it. Merciful Father we pray for world leaders and people in positions of authority making decisions that affect the lives of many. We pray at this time for The Rt Rev Dame Sarah Mullally, the newly appointed Archbishop of Canterbury as she sets out on her journey of leadership; and for all priests, deacons and lay ministers and especially for our own Ministers for Tara & Lucy as they seek to do your will and guide and support us through our spiritual and worldly journeys.
We pray for Charles and all members of the Royal Family,  MP’S and their administrators and civil servants who put their decisions into existence. We pray that they will all act with humility, compassion, wisdom, honesty and a care for the impact that their decisions will have. 
God of mission who alone brings growth to your church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to our worship and power to our witness. Help our churches to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you and in service to our local community. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Loving Father we pray for our community, for the people who serve it to keep us healthy and safe. We pray for our children and young people, especially those who have just started a new education experience,  their teachers, schools and everyone involved in helping them to learn about their world and each other. We pray for older people, that their lives, experience and knowledge will be valued. We pray for families, and we pray for people who live alone; may we show the love of God wherever we go.
Compassionate Father we lift to you in prayer everyone who is ill in body, mind or spirit and everyone who cares for them, whether paid professionals or unpaid but loving family and friends. Like the woman in today’s gospel, we pray for them to receive compassion, understanding and care from those around them, that their voice and wishes will be heard and respected. Our world tends to make people who are ill invisible, we pray that we will love them as you love them. We take a moment of silence to share the names of the people on our hearts and in particular:- Simon Marshall, Geraldine Wilkins, Pat Evans, Megan Raw, Eve Vass, MJ Curtis, Tim Sturt.

Eternal Father, we pray for those people who are coming to the end of their earthly lives, and we pray also for those who are grieving, whether that grief is new and raw or older but sharp. We pray that you will welcome them into your loving arms and eternal peace. We ask that we will love and support those left behind as you love us. We remember all those known to us and in our Parish, Joy Ford, Humphrey Walwyn, Vincent Hardy, Gwenyth Hall, Christopher Young , Ann Gilley
Lord we ask you to lead us into the coming week, Help us to believe that you are close by us, keep us from making mistakes and help us never to disappoint you. Help us to develop self-awareness and empathy for those around us, as we use our own experiences to understand the experiences of others better. Make us more sensitive to you so we can follow you more closely. Help us to seek and serve you, that we may join you at the Father’s side, where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now and forever. Amen MERCIFUL FATHER
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen
