INTERCESSIONS – Simon Crowther

Dear Lord, we are all travellers on this spiritual journey and as we walk together, help us pray together. Loving God, bless and guide us all as we enter the season of Lent.  Help us to be alive to your Spirit, who searches our hearts and renews our lives as we offer you our penitence, discipline, faith and obedience. As we look forward to Easter and the newness of spring, let it be a time of personal growth. Prune the branches in us that are not bearing fruit and cultivate the parts that are ready to flourish. Lord of compassion, in your mercy hear us.
 We pray for the church throughout the world...  especially where persecution persists and people are punished for their faith. May every congregation be a community of love, and every Christian a witness to your grace.
Lord of compassion, in your mercy hear us. 
We pray for the nations of the world . Lord give to all leaders and heads of state wisdom and integrity, that all in power and authority may undertake their duties in a spirit of humility so that a spirit of respect and reconciliation may grow among nations and peoples. We pray for those regions which are caught up in conflict where through the media we are witnesses to terrorist violence. Give your world the courage to give up war, bitterness and hatred and to seek peace.  We pray especially for those fighting terrorism and for peace in the Ukraine and the Holy Land. We also pray for all refugees as a result of conflicts which are not of their making.
 Lord of compassion, in your mercy hear us
We pray for all in our community in particular the sick, poor and those in trouble : at this time we remember that love in our family and between our neighbours is the foundation for peace throughout the World. Help us, through our Christian life to create a society where both young and old, gifted and less able feel valued and proud to be a part of society.  We pray for your blessing on all those that preach and teach the message of your salvation especially for our own ministers Tara and Lucy as they seek to do your will and guide us through our spiritual journeys.  Comfort us and bring your healing to the families impacted by the ongoing conflicts. We pray for the work and service of all care homes and day centres for elderly and sick people, and for the charity organisations and shops that raise money to help. We pray for all finding their life painful, lonely or uncertain, especially those who are ill or vulnerable. Help them to sense your comfort in times of need and bless their families and carers.
Keep in mind especially those in our community: Simon Marshall, Geraldine Wilkins, Megan Raw, Eve Vass,MJ Curtis, Tim Sturt, Helen Davies, Ann van de Lee, Chris LP and Bishop Andrew Watson. Help us to always be aware of the part that we can play by always acting caringly and unselfishly. 
Lord of compassion, in your mercy hear us. 
Let us remember the departed, their families and friends. Give us the courage to give up our fear of death and to rejoice with those who have died in faith. Let us be thankful for all the good done by the departed and at this time IN PARTICULAR In a moment’s silence let us remember : Bron Puddephatt, Jenny Gibson, Sandy West. 
Lord of compassion, in your mercy hear us, Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ. According to your promises grant us, with them, a share in your eternal kingdom.

At this time when we are aware that Bishop Andrew is facing imminent death, he asks us to read the last words in Paul’s  first letter to The Thessalonians so we might be inspired to embrace God’s call on our lives with renewed vigour and gratitude: particularly apt as we enter Lent. I encourage you to read it.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

